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In asians with ae — of out pious 
~ forefathers, we are now affembled in ‘the place 
nef public worthip, for the purpofe of ‘opening 
* the bufinefs ‘of our Supreiie’Court with a fpe- 
~'cialaG of religion. To’ réligion then be thofe 
& salooishes devoted ; and ‘as the preacher will 
bareaveniatl avoid infringing on the province of 
“ochis' refpéGable auditory, fo he flatters himfelf 
OMAR Mall be candidlyshéatd, whilft in the line of 
his: own’ profeffion,” he -addrefles you in the 
_ ~‘o4aered'namé, and plain but  aaaaig pose 
os of our common Mafter, pa 
ei Mat riew, chap. ex. verte 2i7 
ripe ‘will be chief among you; be Bin be your 
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ban qraoq- ylbfievw' to ao its Ug 2388 3 Snipes 


Sah E: Adefire:.of pre-eminence is vuniverfal, 
{ and, like alhother natural.principles, sinder 
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cprapes direétion; :tends, to..promote the good.of 
«mankind; but-from: smifapplication is;produGive 
of; the greateft amifehiefso: :i The molt: defolating 


calamities 
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‘ealamities which ‘have “wafted the —earth,- have 
flowed from this fruitful fource. To regulate 
this ruling paffion, to confine a4 direct its courte, 
to the furtherance of genera happinefs, is one 
defign of the Chriftian infistation. ‘The difciples 
of Chrift early difcovered fymptoms of falfe ambi- 
tion ; and even the poor.fifhermen of Galilee, 
fo lately called, from the_vale.;of, ob{curity, »with 
the moft affecting example of humility, that; ever 
adorned human nature, conftantly »before their 
eyes, foon began. to contend,..who. fhould be 
ogreateft, or poffefs the chief places of honour,and 


"optofit, in, that, plendid, kingdom.which. they 


“fondly flattered themfelyes, .their, divine Mafter 
defigned to erect in the -world. Our, Saviour 
checked this,firft. appearance’ of. pride.in, his fol- 
lowers, with a gentlenefs jof fpirit ,peculias to 
himfelf 5. but in Janguage which, 2s it, fufficient- 


ever to have excluded, from his church in fuc- 
ceeding ages, all affectation of worldly pomp and 
prandeur.°! Me'plainlyoitinates,!othat the’defign 
‘OFohis* vifit uponearth' wasonot to reign; but to 


- “Ufaffer 3 that che claimed pre-eminence ‘only from 


“the extenfive fervices: which he was ‘about to per- 
oe mankind, ' in ‘opening to’ them) the vo~ 
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me vindicates his own, chara¢ter, foi it ‘ought for- 


[Fy 
lume of divine wifdom, and drinking deeply of the 
cup of oh ows for their falvation ; that his king- 


dom was not of this world, and that.inftead of 


the vilible fplendours of it, his fubjects muft ex- 
pect diftinGtion only from the real excellence of 
their character, formed upon his own example. 
That they who excelled in doing good fhould 


pofiefs the poft of honour ; and the moft ufeful r 


life fhare thé higheft glory under his univerfal 
government. This refers indeed to the fpiritual 
_ kingdom of Chrift, but is equally applicable to 
civil. States ; efpecially when compofed of fuch 
as profef$ their belief of chriftianity, fubjection 
to its laws, and to be governed by views and mo-. 
tives derived from it. Without hefitation there- 
fore, we addrefs the affembled orders. of this 
Commonwealth, in the language of our text, 
Whofrever will be chief among you, let him be 


your fervant. Let no man think it fufiicient to. 


fecure his pre-eminence, that he wears the title 
ef honour, fits in the feat of office; or even 
fhares. the approbation of his.\country. ‘Trea~ 
cherous grounds of greatnefs |. Would you found 
your glory foas to laft with your being, let it arife 
from a fincere engagement’ of the heart in tho 


perfevering 


caufe of human happinefs, and the diligent: and 
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peifevering exertion of every faculty, for the ac. 
complifhment of that Godlike purpofe;— and 
fhould you: through. fome intervening prejudices, 
fail of your reward:from: men, you fecure trina 
confcioufnefS of the rectitude and beauty of your 
own conduét, the prefent approbation. of heaven, 
followed finally with the applanfes of the univer~ | 
fal Judge. . Widely: indeedjodoés this; account of 
rank and dignity, in \States/!differ. fromrithe too 
commonly received opinions ‘of men: >And: are 
then the emulated diftinGions in‘civil  fociety. re- 
duced ‘to this}? Are none; truly “honourable but 
fach as are really‘ufeful 2 None entitled’ to glory 
except © ‘fach as ‘are improved to’ the good: of 
mankind? Did not the Saviour of the: world 
know, ‘that titles are ftampt with honour diftinét 
fromi the charaéter of thofe: who. wear them? 
That: they might) defcend by inheritance, \sand 
give'to” the poffeffor' not,only the privilege of be= 
ing confidered as chief among, his brethren; but 
of ruling over them; and even trampling: on ‘their 
moft’ effential rights?—-no ; ‘thefe, are: the fag- 
geftions: of human’ pridé, realized: upon human 
folly. ‘The author of chriftianity does but“ re= 
fore things. to the ftandard of truth and nature, 
ae eal: point of ‘henour:in. its” proper light, 


pote ‘ eal gives 
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tending to the good of all. 
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‘ives pre-eminence to thofe who excel in publick 
wirtue, and connects the greateft glory with the 
moft extenfive fervices. 

“Revelation indeed was not effentially 
neceflary to inform mankind, that as civil 
government ought to be the refult of mutual 
agreement, defigned for the good of all 3; fo 
they who contribute moft to the accomplifhment 
of that defign, are entitled to its firft diftinétions. 
This, like the firft principles of {cience in genes 


ral, is by the wifdom and goodnefs of its Author, 


enitamped on human nature ; and like the effen~ 
tials of religion, is written on the hearts of men, 
as by the finger of God, being an obvious fug- 
geftion of unbiaffed reafon... But alas ! the plain- 
eft dictates of reafon,; in the courfe of human af- 
fairs, are often ob{cured by the paflions of men, 
or born down by the prevailing tide. of cuftom. 
We are therefore under the greateft obligations, 
to that Divine InftruGtor, who has thrown. the 
cleareft light upon civil as well as upon moral 
and religious truth ; who has made us acquaint- 
ed with ourfelves, called our attention to the on- 
ly interefting object, the happinefs of the {pecies ; 


and placed the dignity of character on the bafis” 


of virtue, formed from his own refemblance, and 


THE 
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- Tue Fatherof Being isthe father of mercies, a 
principle of boundlefs,aétive love; and tho’ infi- 
nitely various in execution, his defign is'one; his 
ownglory,or which js evidently the fame thing,the 
thappinefs of his creatures, is the center in which 
fall thelines of his government unite. Every thing 
takes |place in the univerfal fyftem) according as 
at tends to» the accomplifhment: of this great, pa- 
rental purpofe. In our material fyftem,. if the 


fun: in the heavens fhines with a luftre fuperiour 
to-the/other; luminaries, heis-no Jefs diftinguifhed ; 


by ‘his. kindly! influence.-on, the world. below.. 
Pre “characters “of ‘rational: creatures, when 
weighed in the feales’ of truth and juftice, muft 
be eftitated upor the. fame’ principle, with no. 
other difference than what arifes from moral agen = 
€y; which‘ evidently requires, that the exerted 
apacity for doing: good, be directed by paeicrs 
and animated with uiverfal lovenoisiods in Vy 


orks ds gee what pitctt Of real” grtatnefs: Human: nature: 


‘may rife, “upon ‘this firm baGis of publick virtue, 


ay be learned from the’ faithful page of. hiftory,, 
which, has recotded the iNuftrious names. ‘as well 
; ‘as “ations: of thofe,. who have bled in. the caufe of 


human happiness, refcued millions ‘from oppref= 
fion‘and mnufery, have on ean mankind with 
b 302 OG Gz onlcthe 
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the rays of truth, formed wife inititutions of 20- 
wernment, or, ‘with a fteady, though lenient hand, 
like gods on earth, have guided the affairs of na- 
tions, in arduous and difficult times. - 


“THRoven the indulgence of that Providence, 
which raifés up ‘and farnifhes ‘fuch characters, to 
balance the’ general depravity of human nature, 
our own country and times may furnith a lift, 
theluftré of which will not difgrace the worthies 
or other’ ‘nations or former ages. 

“Bor where are the wile, the great, the good 
among the méer fons of men ? They fade, they 
vanifh away, in comparifon with him who was 
the brightnels of the Father’s glory, and the ex- 
prefs pt we his perfon. : 

Ir is no finall part of the excellency of chrifti- 
anity, that it prefents to our view a pattern of 
every thing truly amiable, great and good in the 

perfon of its Divine Author, not to be admired 
Only, but copied in our hearts and lives. 

"Tue gofpel. itiele i is a manifeftation. of divine 
dove, directed 1 to its “proper object, ‘the falvation 
: of a ruined world, God fo loved the world, is 

the reafon affigned for the miffion of his fon, 


whofe e entrance 0 on - the’ ftage ‘of mortality, was 
‘celebrated 


,. 
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celebrated by the fong of angels proclaiming: 
peace:on earth, good will towards men. 

_ CHRISTEANITY appears in every. view to be 
the friend of man. That it is:adapted to the fur- 
therance of civil and focial. happinefs;. muft: be 

obvious to. every. one,, who. without prejudice at~ 
tends to its uncorrupted principles,. as. taught by: 
Chrift and. his. apoftles, or to that {pirit. of uni-- 


verfal love; which breathes from, thofe principles: 
and theirAuthor. The, wifdom and goodnefé which: 
appear in the fyftem,. like: the traces of divinity 


upon creation itfelf, {ufficiently prove its infpira— 
tion from heaven. . _ «, 

. Tur. religion. of Jefas Sisses: no: o-other autho 
rity over mankind,, than: whatiarifes from: the na— 
tive excellence of its. do€trine and precepts, and: 
the influence which. they .have-on the hearts: and: 
lives of men. Itis.conne@ted.. with. civil. fociety. 
only,, as it enriches the heart with every virtue: 
which. tends. to: adorn: human nature,. and to in-- 
creafe foeial. happinefs. It. forms. the wife and 
prudent parent—the amiable child—the affedi-. 
onate brother—the generous friend ;_ but above 
all, the judicious, upright and. confiftent_magi- 
ftrate 5 a mthe: rifes fuperior. net only to views of 
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five of true greatnefs, the prejudice of party, and 
the blind impulfe of paffion; who with the 
knowledge and government: of his own heart, is 
unmoved by the froward humours of the world 
areund him ; and whether they frown or flatter, 
he remains fixed in his’ purpofe of promoting 
their happinefs, and like’ the’ fun’ in the heavens, 
goes fteadily forward diffufing bleffings to the 
extent of his influence. 


SHOULD it be faid fuch characters exifted 
before chriftianity appeared in the world, the ob- 
je&tors views are evidently confined to Jefus the 
man of forrows, the victim of divine juftice in 
behalf of human guilt : Whereas the object of 
our faith is the Parent’ of Nature, the Univerfal 
Spirit, who fil'eth all in all. Wherever true good- 
nefs has appeared among the children of men, or 
at whatever period of time, we fcruple not to 
afcribe it to’ the fame fource ; it is a ray from 
the fon of righteoufnefs, a ftream from that foun- 
tain in which all fullnefs dwells. | 

Prery is the firft and leading feature in every: 
truly great and noble charaéter : Where hall we 


find the fyftem which teaches a piety rational, 


manly and elevated, like that which is taught in 
the gofpel of Chrift ? How confiftent with rea- 
fon 
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fon, and how attractive .are its. reprefentations. of 
the Deity, as the Impartial Parent.of, the;uni- 
verfe ?. How engaging. the motives: which it.fets 
before us, to reverence; love.and confide in him? 
How affecting its.demands on our gratitude to 
him who, in a method equally expreflive.of- wif 
dom and goodnefs, has: procured falvation, for us,? 
If fanaticifm or enthufiafm have. fometimes. been 
connected with chriftianity, they are not its ge~ 
nuine growth, but like monftrous births, in na- 
ture, are the effect of a wile and gracious caufe, 
acting uniformly anidtt the npertection of the 
prefent ftate. 


‘Pirry towards God i is the. a folid betayad 
of: a virtuous life ; 3 and we muft never flatter our- 
felves that the latter can be properly fupported 
where the former is wanting. What other bond 
will fecure the practical virtue of mankind, whe- 
ther in’ the publick or. private, walks of life ? In- 
tereft—yes, if rightly. underftood, for the. trea- 
fures of immortality ; in every other view its in- 
fluence in favour of virtue is at beft precarious, 
and often’ falls on the fide of vice. Honour— 
a fenfe of honour will anfwer the purpofe, agreed, 


if formed upon the ftandard of truth, afpiring | 


after the approbation ‘of heaven, and eerctng its. 
‘views 
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views to the prize of endlefs glory.> Honour, in 
_ every other fenfe;'is the offspring of pride, direéted 
‘by caprice ;:and though it thay prove an accidental 
fecurity on the fide of publick virtue, its influence 
often falls into. the oppofite {cale,» and eandidly 
‘famming:up the account, : it may be difficult..to 
determine, .»whether: the boafted fenfe of honour 
has produced greater good or evil to the human 
face, Of this we are-certain, nothing can fecure 
mankind i in the path of duty, through all the i in- 
tricacies of c civil and focial connections, that des 
aes enter the hidden recefles of, the-foul, and fol- 

ee here no created eye can deteat our actions : 
i oes.not £ Lei deg in many i inftances, above 
ie ieee £ cuftom 2 and popular, opinion, and 
le us, in ‘ob edience to the demands of duty, 
ae tread under pe what an ill-judging world may 
_call honour and greatnefs. What can efea: this 
- but aifapreme: reverence for the Deity, ‘or that 
Piety: at heart,’ from which, °as from. a living 

‘fountain, flow the ftreams of every focial virtue. 


or INo lee friendly” is chriftianity to focial happi- 
nefsj as it infpires the:hearts of’men with the 
“warinett affeCion t towards edchi other. ‘There is no 
“part of the facred inftitation incre amiably diftin- 
guithed; or more exprefliye of its divine Original, 
than 


than its tendency to produce a diffufive benevo- 
lence. So: far from) being deficientiin point of 


public. fpirit, it reveals an union among mankind 


peculiar to itfelf, as fubjects of the fame redeem= 


‘ing love, alike dependent on one common Saviour, 


the refuge of guilt and mifery, the medium of 
every bleffing to the children of men. 


THE example of our divine Mafter, the Iove 
which animated him in the fervice of mankind, 
may go farin producing and maintaining a fimilar 
affection in the breafts of his followers ; but it is 
not upon example only that this part of the 
chriftian’s character depends ; the fpirit of his 
Saviour has taken poffeffion of his bofom, reigns 
there, and refleéts the amiable qualities of the great 
Original on the world around him, as the ftars 
reflect the light of the natural fun. 


Curis TIANIDY indeed. fays nothing? i in fa- 


vour/of that fpecies of falfe patriotifm, fo much ~ 


celebrated in Heathen annals ;. which . confifted 
in an, unreafonable preference of the {pot where 
the hero chanced to live, to the world befide’; a 
defire of extending its dominion on the ruin of 
other States ; and of trampling on_ the rights of 

J mankind 


% 


| iy 
‘mankind in» general, that a’ finall number mal 
with impunity riot in their fpoils. 12 
~ Our religion takesa Cos eee agen us e 
confider- earth’s inhabitants’ sone farni 
open the arms, of affection. to the whole, ike to 
confult the intereft of my member ‘witha View 
: th happinefs of all. £45 sia eas a 
*Conrinep as we are to narrow limits, che 


effects of our benevolence muft neceflarily reach 
are neareft in connexion with us, 


if 
but, he’ +2 principle, of attraGtion in nature, it 


extends from domieftic to civil relations, till final- 
nb: . fist “Nb 


: Iris arce y nec eflary to fia Sar “een 
re ocial happiness, as it produces the love 
of juftice, or integrity of heart. _Reverencefor the 
Deity and love to mankind imply every perfonal, 
every foc ial virtue. The greateft purity of heart 
a dite, th he ats fpotlef integrity, the warmeft 
: ublic good, muft be” the refult of 
that divin foe which h aims at the approba- 
tion ies eae of hearts, and expects 
Pits ; reward A rom 1e : infinitely holy, juft and com= 
pailionate Ruler of the World. © 
Cc ‘Tuvs 


thse 


| vial. in very, condition. ‘But if farni 
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« Tus. does chriffiamity promote the good of fo~ 
ciety, as it fits men: for phblic fervice, and pro~ 


duces a.charaéter, which: ill, in, a, degree, prove 


extenfive abilities, and, placed in.an. exalted. ftation, 


its happy influence i is,.in. proportion, more diffu 
five, and it becomes the bet: refemblance .of God, 


below. Greatnels attends fach a charatter, Dot 


as “thé : precarious reward beltowed by fellow-men, 
but a as infeparable from 1 It by the conftitution of 


ature, in’ which no Bond i is more indiffoluble: 
tha rehat whtidie’é conne oe true glory with a uftful: 


‘vagen4 iiss: 2A oitglen Liga « ex} it) srsoD-rtto7t 
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Ma MEIN aed not generally in ingrateful, nor do 


they: withhold their eftem and applaufe where 


_ PEND jallty'dhé. Bar ie itd this be the: cafe, 
the! chriftida ‘pitriore fill Yecures His gteatnefs, 
thires’ largely i in the'Rivourof the King ‘of kings, 


and hill ere lon ede the ‘open teftimonials of 
ith the prek SFAMatbled worlds. 


Flops odd ipasie 
Cusistraxiry, as. ‘diftinguithed from the 


religion | oF anal nature, made its appearance ‘i in the 
world; ‘Tike the gradual advances of the 1 morning, 
afeora dant! and’ tem peftuous ‘night. Fi ormore than 
three centuries, it was Ieft' to make i its Way in the: 
world, -ageingt the paifions and prejudices of man= 


c - kind, 


‘Sua? 


t or8 
kind, by its own native excellence, affifted? by 


 thérgentle {pirit of its Author, Acting on’ the 


hearts of meni’ How wide did it‘extend its influ 
ence, and how perfect was its form ? The lefs 
fons it taught were piety and love, the fruits it 
produced were peace atid joy ; it exhibited a fpes 
cies of moral virtue fuperiour to what the ‘world 
had feen before ; extorted the admiration of its 
gacmies and could only be attacked by mifrepre~. 


Siisint the friends of chriftianity jilted 
as its triumph proved its greateft injury, gaining 
the civil authority to its fide. «An abfurd attempt — 

to unite the divine polity of Chrift, with the in- 
ftitutions and ‘interefts of fallible men, foon de- 
formed this perfection of beauty, and Chrift was 


again facrificed.on the altar of pride and avarice. 


Ar Ter a long interval, in which we difcover 


‘but faint traces of this divine fyftem, it revived 


again at the reformation ; and aflifted by the im= 
proved ftate of literature, and efpecially by the 
art of printing, its happy effects became more ob~ _ 
vious and extenfive than ever. This enabled man- 

kind to gain an acquaintance with it from the 
icriptures themfelves, inftead of receiving, it from 


artful and defigning men, whofe intereft it ‘was 


te 
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_ to mulreprefent it,;.‘To this. we-may-afcribe that 


{pirit of candour rwhicht prefent prevails through- 
out the chridt id; and_even-the flourith- 
ing ftate-of feience may. be imputed. to. the faine 
caufe.; for’ as fuperftition,, withers, fo generous 
fentiments.andr semi bon to, aan the: — 
of genius: » = -) 


‘Witn refpect to: sie facted pages teach 
us anrhappy equality ariong ‘mankind. The ne-~ 
ceflity of civil government for general a advantage, 
dubjection toit for confcience fake, Bitcauhieince 


every: {pecies: of oppreffion, foftening even the 


horeors lof wargfandoas ‘farcas is confiftent with 


the irnpérfettidméPithe pretene fate, entirely fet 


it afide; by infpiring.the hearts of men with that 
amiable icharity which. feeketh not her own.: 


"Pips are ‘thy. astern oe feast 
weno in ye 1 ‘gift of our indul- 
gent Father to his “OfRpling here. on earth ; 


brightefR refemblance of his” are perfections , 
“fairett ortvamient of hunan nature ; rich fource 
ofevery' blefinig * to’ the ‘Children of men ; here 


mayeft thow AX'thy long, long abode ; ae pro- 
pitious on’ thefe our rifing States, omy our rulers, 


: axl it ‘every order, rendering our country 


cay amy ar si08 AT 3 iD iS : “great 
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“preat and happy beyond the example of former 
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' Bur well adapted as chriftianity is to promote 
the happinefs of civil fociety, it can only do this 
where its influence is felt, and its obligations 
complied with. ‘The wifeft of men has taught 
us, and all experience confirms the remark, “that 
as righteoufnefs exalteth, fo fin or prevailing vice 
will as certainly prove the ruin ofany people. The 
inftitutions of Jehovah are not like thof of fallible 
men, contingent in their effe&s : Hath he fiid it 
and fhall it not come to pafs ? There is as cer-~ 
a connexion between a general diffolution of. 


pe and the deftruction of the political, as 


between a vital confumption andthe death of the 
natural body. This connexion is not more 
ftrongly marked under any form of government 


than that which we have adopted. “In‘a Repub- 
: lic the people are not only the fource of authority, 


but the exercife of - it, is, in-a great. meafure, 
lodged im their hands: “Corruption therefore 
among the people at’ | large, muft be immediately 
felt, and if not — prevented, proves fatal 
in the end. 

No’ man therefore can better idence his Aap: 


lic virtac, than. by endeavouring in his proper 
f{phere, 


- 
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_ fphere, to prevent the:contagious f{pread: of vice ; 
Or to promote the influence of morality and se, 


bathe. Contemptible is that man’s pretended 
love to his country, who with an oftentatious 
zeal for 1 her credit, her finances or civil eftablifh- 
ments, entirely difregards that which is the bafis 
of the whole. He is like the man who is careful 
to repair and adorn fome lefs effential parts of a 
building, whilft he fuffers the foundation to be 
undermined, which failing, the whole muft tum- 
ble into ruins. The period is critical, our coun- 
try is.in its youth, our character is forming, our 
credit, weight pembinlincnses among the nations, 
is yet depending. 

Tue ardour of public spirit which was long 
kept alive by the agitation of war, feemed to fub- 
fide at its clofe. We impofed upon ourfelves that 
the conteft was ended, that the prize was won ; 
and we were willing to repofe. our weary {pirits, 
after the fatigues of the field. ‘The newly erect- 
ed and fearcely. cemented civil ftru€ture, which 
had been fo nobly defended againft open enemies, 
was left, i in a great meafure, unguarded againft the 
attacks of private adverfaries, or the no lefs dan~ 
gerous effects of their conduét, who, perhaps, 
without any direét intention to injure us, confult= 

g ed . 


' 


ir own imaginary intereft, in a manner 
2 tended to the ruin both of themfelves and 
fe&ts of this inattention we have and 
do painfully fecl. It has renderéd our 
yn in adegree diftreffing ; we are perplex- 
“not in defpair. Our eyes are opened at 
4 our {pirits are roufed ; and fueh meafurés 
w adopted anc purfaed, as will, we flatter 
, foon produce happy alteration in the 
ick affairs. 


r eit Advantage 


: ‘and miihat proves 
irdecline, ‘in a grow- 


Co in onwealth, 
many years, with a 
a n confederation. 


= we fupport our well- 
earacd 


: eipak member of thatim: 
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-earned pre-eminence ! by making it good upon the 
principle of extenfive fervices rendered to the 


whole. its 

Pusric fpirit, thanks toa guardian-Providence, 
has not forfaken us, however its flame may have 
abated. The many wife and well conduGted infti- 
tutions which have taken place among us, for pro- 
mMoting {cience and the ufeful arts, the attention 
paid in fome of them, to the di@tates of huma- 
nity, and even to the leading defign of chriftianity 
itfelf, witnefs for us that we ftill poffefs a proper 


fenfe.of what is.truly great,and tends to render our 
country illuftrious and happy. Every lover of his 


country, every friend to religion, and the happinefs: 


of mankind, will fincerely rejoice at fuch appear- 
ances, and readily contribute his utmoft endeavours 
to. promote what is fo happily adapted to accom- 
plith the with of the devout and benevolent heart. 


_Bucr.. much remains ftill to. be ‘done for the 
prefervation and | happinefs -of our country. 
We commenced our political exiftence with 
no {mall fhare of national vigor, and with. the 
general applaufe of mankind ; but, from fome 
unhappy neglect, the infidious enemy of publick 
and yrivate honour and happinefs, vice, in the 


forms of luxury and diffipation, gained an eafy 
admiffion 


> 
} 


| { m= } 
PARE: Inattention to’: ster feted 


ns, of eligion, an ntoxicatifg love cof, 
SX eer of living, have: 


the: sade, isla, _open for, the scandens 
and nobleambition, Who would wif: 
au rN to enroll himéelf in the lifts of: 
b, age aft when time is no more, Jet’ 
: | > of religion;' in’ the 
coun ep hesber: in a publick.or: 
» is exertions cannot fail of their 


tNtae 


ay et ir 


bli =k meafures, a 
an ners. Aiton them. 


To 
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To yow therefore; our venerable political fathers,. 
your diftrefled country holds out her fupplicating 
hand, in this day: of anxious expectation, as. under: 


Providence her beft: refource. 


We are happy in beliolding ence more; at the: 
Read of ourcivil eftablifhment, a Gentleman,. who,, 
to his great: literary and. political’ charaGter,. adds. 


- that of the-chriftian, to-juftify our confidence in 


him,.and: to-enfure his beft endeavours to-fupport. 


the dignity:of his office, upon the: example and 
precept of his Saviour, by rendering the moft ef-. 


fential fervices- to. mankind i in: pencrd,. and. to: his: 


country. im particular. 


Tar Gentine: who folds a fecond rank: 
ia-office; has from the décided: vaice of his coun-- 
try in his favour, through: many: fucceflive years,. 
the cleareft-evidence of her confidence-in him ; _ a: 
reflection upon which will animate his: wifhies and: 
endeavours to. further her welfare and: happinefs.. --/ 
Tur honourable-Council, this day-to be chofén;, 
the Honourable Senate and Reprefentatives of the: 
State, will confider themfelves, as.entrufted.by a 
free people, with the: moft valuable depofit. that: 


men can truft to the hands-of men, every thing 
dear ib civil and focial life, 


x bid : Wwe 


1° &7 J 


» Wereadily acknowledge the wifdom and good- 
nefs of our conftitution ; but it is not in forms of 
government to render a people happy : Wifdom, 
integrity, firmnefs, and public fpirit in thofe who 
govern, are more effential. A wife conftitution ad- 
miniftered in the hands of fuch magiftrates, will 
do much towards relieving our complaints, and 
enfuring our political happinefs. 

~ WE with not to fee our civil rulers officially 
interfering in matters of religion. Sacred be the 
_ tights of confcience ! No law can have religion 
for its fubject, without infringing thofe rights, or 
daying an improper bias on the minds of men, 
with réfpe& to the firft and m@ft important duty 
of life, that of judging and acting for themfelves 


__ inthofe cafes where they can only be anfwerable at 


the bar of Jehovah. 

Tue fabjec of civil legiflation is ftill extenfive 
and important, it includes every focial intereft, 
our invaluable rights, civil and facred, our pro- 
perty, andeven our lives, are in a meafure fubmit- 
ted to theirguardianfhip. They by wife laws are 
to guard the avenues which lead to the temple of 
' Virtue, to prevent the encroachments of vice, to 
be a terrorto evil doers, and a praife to fuch as‘do . 
well. . 
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. Ar the prefent critical period our ralers: will 
"engage. warmly ini promoting .wconomy ¥ «rot 
only with to: publick expences, though that 
is an object gre atly worthy their attention 3 but 
it is the gerierab habits of common and domeftic 
lifes» which decide the fate of anation. Tt is from: 
thence the fireams: mutt flow byiwhich the vital: 
fountain is {applied 5. and when: ‘thofe ftreams are 
dijed. up by luxury: or profufion, as.upon,the in- 
‘eruption of the blood:in its peoninioegibeee: 
death mutt enfue. vin G¥E f 
ocTuere is certainly’ en eintingr a up= 
on-the example of the higher orders: in“ fociety,. 
thant, is: generallyBeonceivéd ="They have it’ in’ 


theit power, dna Predtomeaiure,. to regulate: the - 


comition:cittomisyand modes‘of-living: Economy: 
among them, would by eafy flages find its «way. 


to.the.semoteft-members.ofi the communityy.and. 


preduce. the. Mini gusts the State im 
general... heer? ban fers esol 

ANTE — cai rs jit aicoutiftene) of con= 
dv&,-aré efpeciilly:téquifite at ‘the “prefent days 
The: will retrieve andeftablith our totteting-ere~ 


dit; give énergy>torpublick ‘meafures, and <foom ” 


render: — and: refpected*in the world. 
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» 


fo 
aod indirett methods for faving exe. 
bing uate: are as in-- 


shite 6a nO oviteS aw mort 
t abarrafled fituation, itas feds, 
e that at every jut demand fhould be fully 
‘ er_ Up rightly endeavoured. The_ 
nd gintice in 1 general, ihn and» 


Is. a Pe as.the. 
rfé_ continues what it ;is . 
a ee Pingus: God ruling at its head. 

PusLick 
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Pustic fpirit fhould animate the exertions of 
thofe who would effentially ferve their country 
at the prefent period. The times loudly call for 
examples of a noble difintereftednefs ; and who fo 
proper to give the lead, as thofe to whom we 
have committed the condué of the State ; from 
whom we derive our political maxims ; from 
whom we form our eftimate of the times ; from 
whom therefore we with to learn the patriotic 
leffon, of prefering the ia to every private 
or perfonal intereft ? 


THERE is no limiting the happy effects of fuch 
an example, held up confpicuoufly to the view of 
a fenfible and grateful people. It hes often fpread 
like a religious enthufiafin, through every branch 
of fociety, and called forth patriots from every 
clafsofmen. Honour attends fuch a charaéter as 
its robe of ftate ; it is adorned with a diadem, the 
luftre of which fhall never fade. May a noble 
ardour warm the breaft of every ruler, thus to 
diftinguith himfelf in the caufe of his country, and 


receive a lafting greatnefs in the approbation of 
his God. 


Piety muft at once finifh and fupport the 
charatter of thofe who would fubftantially relieve 


= benefit their country. This is the only 


fpring 


<> 


ae ane males, ees the propitious 
es. dha who rules the world, and diffate 


Teg 4s, THOU preat infpiring fource of good ; fuch 

wilt thou form both the rulers and the fubjects of 
this often highly favoured, and always kindly 
- protetted country. And without the gift of pro- 
_ phecy, We may anticipate the happy effects. Be~ 
hold her rifing with increafing ftrength and 
-luftre, through every ftage of national improve- 
~ ment, till the has at length compleated the utmot 
~ meafure of ‘national glory and happinefs ! Ifrael 
~ then fhall dwell in fafety alone ; the fountain of 
_ Jacob fhall be upon a land of corn and of wine ; 
his heavens alfo fhall drop down dew: Happy art 
ou O Ifrael ; who is like unto thee O people, 
ved by the Lord, the fhicld of thy help, and whe 
5 fword of thy excellency ! 


: %; our late Sec tans 3 it is aircat 
tho have gone before us. Hail il~ 
: luffrious: 


juftfious forefathers ! Who laid the foundation, . 
‘erected; nobly defendéd, “and. richly adorned this 
“magnificent temple of freedom and ‘religion, under 
“which we now repofe | And may they add, with 
‘reference ” to ourfelves, hail Alf illuftrious” ‘pro-= 
genitersy who, When. the facred ftru@ture was 


od | y the rude attack of war, the infidious arts 
t enemies, or the imprudent condué of ill 
judging fiends, roufed from 4 temporary flumber, 
the genuine fpirit of publick virtue, and 
aanderits influence, inthe practice of economy, 
antegrity, difintereftednefs, ‘fuppoited bya manly 
piety; not daly repaired what liad: beet injured, 
but gave! ‘perpetual firmnefs. and | Jaftre tothe 
“whole. But alas ! Whatcan be perpetual here? 
‘The fathion of this world pafleth away ; the moft 
“durable monuments of human greatnefs muft have 
their. pecied,, and time’ itfelf expire. 
TE “kingdoni of ‘the ‘Prince of * Peace ‘hall 
furvive every change ; and they who i in SES teks 


ize 


‘to his example, and ‘in ‘cor mpliance with the in= 


‘variable laws of his religion, feek for honour i in 
the path of publick virtue, fhall hare his triumph 


ever the ruins of time, and wear acrown su glory 
which fadeth not: away. 
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